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Overview

 Why is Oxfam interested in weather and
climate?

 Why development practitioners struggle to
use forecasts

 Would seamless forecasts improve the
lives of those living in poverty?

 Overcoming the barriers



“The poorest developing
countries will be hit earliest

and hardest by climate change,
even though they have

contributed little to causing the
problem.”

The Stern Review: The Economics of Climate Change.
HM Treasury http://www.hm-treasury.gov.uk/
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What weather/climate information is useful
to Oxfam?
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Constraints on using forecasts for
development NGOs

 Understanding

 Multiple priorities

 Uncertainty

 Types of information



Risk Knowledge
Systematically collect data
and undertake risk
assessments
Are the hazards and the
vulnerabilities well known?
What are the patterns and
trends in these factors?
Are risk maps and data widely
available?

Monitoring and
Warning Service
Developing hazard
monitoring and early
warning services
Are the right parameters being
monitored?
Is there a sound scientific
basis for making forecasts?
Can accurate and timely
warnings be generated?

Dissemination and
Communication
Communicate risk
information and early
warnings
Do warnings reach all of those at
risk?
Are the risks and warnings
understood?
Is the warning information clear
and useable?

Response Capacity
Build regional and
community response
capabilities
Are response plans up to date
and tested?
Are local capacities and
knowledge made use of?
Are people prepared and ready
to react to warnings?

Four Elements of People-centred Early Warning Systems
UN/ISDR Platform for the Promotion of Early Warning

Seamless forecasts and poverty: EWS



Seamless forecasts and poverty:
changing structures or structural
change?

 Changing structures (‘big development’)

 Structural change (addressing the
underlying causes of climate vulnerability)



Suggested ways forward

 Access to accurate and appropriate
forecasts

 Creating the links



Forecasting (ine)quality?
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Data sources:
(1) Met stations - National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration - National Weather Service
(2) GDP per capita at PPP – IMF
(3) Land area - wikipedia



Creating the links?

Difficulty using forecasts

Understanding Type of informationUncertaintyMultiple priorities

Improved forecasting

EWS ‘big development’ Structural change

Access to rights and services

Access to accurate and
appropriate forecasts

Facilitated through southern-
based advocacy organisations,
development NGOs, local
meteorology departments

Advocacyplanning

Adequate and appropriate
adaptation funds

Attribution

Seamless
forecasting?


