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In this newsletter, the first since 2014, we talk about recent developments of the Met 
Office Aviation App.  SKYbrary is a major project for the SIG, and latest activites are
listed.  Michael de Villiers has donated an article he wrote for the South African 
Weather Service.  James Morrison has a few photos of Nacreous clouds he took in the
Liverpool region in January 2016.

GASCo and the RMetS (through our SIG) are jointly hosting a “Weather for 
Private Pilot's License Holders” meet in Imperial College London in South 
Kensington on April 16, 2016.  For more information please check out 
http://www.rmets.org/events/weather-private-pilot’s-license-holders

Met Office Aviation App
By Jacob Kollegger

A significant amount of time during last year's meet (November 19, 2015) was utilized to discuss 
the new Met Office Aviation App.   http://www.metoffice.gov.uk/aviation/ga     The discussions 
involved may be found in the minutes of the meet: 
http://www.rmets.org/sites/rmets.org/files/minutessigmeet2015.pdf

Linda Jennings, Senior Marketing Manager, wrote recently about the modifications to the Aviation 
App:

“... we are currently mid-development for another release of content and features to the new 
product. In light of feedback from our customers, we are in the process of adding the global TAF 
and METAR search into the free product, along with other features like upper winds and 
temperatures, and significant weather charts – all of which will feature in the premium version, as 

http://www.rmets.org/events/weather-private-pilot%E2%80%99s-license-holders
http://www.metoffice.gov.uk/aviation/ga


they did in the old product. Alongside this, we have taken on board comments from customers about
the home page, in terms of wanting more quick links. So you can look forward to seeing a new 
layout and a new layer picker since customers wanted to see maps on their mobile devices, and this 
has necessitated slight changes to this menu in order to work efficiently. We have also looked at 
improving the print functionality.

In terms of timings ... more changes will be taking place … during the spring. You should see these 
new features by the end of March, release permitting. Following release I will mail all users ... to 
take them through some of the changes. I will also be communicating with all those users who are 
still using the old product to migrate them across. All of our web pages will also be updated, along 
with the FAQs. 

 The old product is still alive and will be until the late spring, when we will retire it. The messages 
on this product will be updated to reflect a new retirement date. This will be agreed in consultation 
with CAA.”

Feel free to look through the App yourselves, and, especially for our non-UK-based members, if 
you wish to share the link to your local aviation weather app, please let Jake know.

SKYbrary

by Jacob Kollegger

http://skybrary.aero/index.php/Portal:Weather

The SKYbrary project is moving ahead with a few projects, and additional articles.  As stated 
during our November meet, users on SKYbrary included student pilots, who may be using 
SKYbrary to help study for their airline transport license exams, and here we may get user attention 
with such articles as the Bergeron-Findeisen process, nacreous clouds, saturated adiabatic lapse 
rate, etc.   We have already had an excellent article written about QNH, QFF, and QNE, which was 
then incorporated into existing SKYbrary articles in altimetry, and we welcome further feedback 
and inputs, even contributions.  

The following airports are currently being looked at in terms of meteorological content in their 
respective articles:

City of Derry, Ireland West Knock, Cork, Liverpool John Lennon, East Midlands,  Prestwick,  
Sandefjord Torp, Gran Canaria, Tenerife South, Tenerife North, Lanzarote, Fuerteventura, Alicante, 
Girona, Malaga, Limoges, Carcassonne, Marseille, Nimes, Bergamo, Roma Ciampino, Faro, Porto.

If you would like to contribute some insight to these or other airports in the SKYbrary website, 
please let me know.

http://skybrary.aero/index.php/Portal:Weather


ARTICLE OF INTEREST:
With special thanks to Michael de Villiers and the South African Weather Service, and the Weather 
Bureau Newsletter.







PHOTOS     



The above three photos are from James Morrison on nacreous clouds over the region of Liverpool 
in late January of this year.

FEEDBACK/SUGGESTIONS:

Feedback and suggestions are always welcome.  If you know of a project or undertaking that the 
SIG or Society may be interested in, please let us know.
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