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Ben Nevis summit (1883-1904)





1.5 million hourly observations of temperature, pressure, wind & 
rainfall for Ben Nevis and Fort William were published on 2000 pages 



3500+ volunteers 
took just 3 months 

to rescue 1.5M 
observations 

WeatherRescue.org



Also hourly data for: 
❖ temperature (wet & dry bulb), humidity, pressure & wind force
❖ both Fort William (sea level) and Ben Nevis summit (1345m)



Also hourly data for: 
❖ temperature (wet & dry bulb), humidity, pressure & wind force
❖ both Fort William (sea level) and Ben Nevis summit (1345m)

DRY BULB
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Volunteers have now rescued 
1.7M sub-daily temperature, 
pressure & rainfall 
observations from 50+ 
stations during 1900-1910

WeatherRescue.org – phase 2
Central pressure 
less than 958mb



Damage from 
storm of 27th

February 1903

Shaw, 1903



“Lady Dudley was walking home through 
the park to see all the trees that were 
blown down by that cyclone last year and 
thought she'd buy a view of Dublin.”

- from Ulysses by James Joyce, set in 1904



Pressure observations currently available for 1903



20th Century Reanalysis v3 Offline assimilation of new observations



20th Century Reanalysis v3 Offline assimilation of new observations



Other undigitized sources of data that we know of:
❖ UK climatological stations (e.g. 50+ existed in 1903)
❖ Hourly data from Kew, Falmouth and Aberdeen
❖ Atlantic cruise ship observations (1907 onwards)
❖ Royal Navy ship observations (1800 – 1950)
❖ Lots of pre-1850 data in UK, including back to 1750s
❖ Data from Africa & Asia and Pacific & Indian oceans
❖ Arctic voyages with sea-ice observations (1880s +)
❖ UK tide gauge data from 1900s
❖ … many more in archives all over the world



❖ Volunteer citizen scientists have rescued 3.2million lost 
observations (so far), allowing us to better reconstruct 
past UK weather, including extreme events, to provide 
long-term context for modern changes

❖ Billions more observations still await rescue…








