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before 
1900         

1851 The Great Exhibition in Hyde Park

1872 Royal College of Chemistry & Royal School of Mines move from 
central London to Exhibition Road

1881 Normal School of Science (renamed Royal College 1890) 

1885 City & Guilds for technical education

1887 Imperial Institute as museum & exhibition for the Empire

Background

Albert Memorial 1876 



Imperial College South 
Kensington (map 1914)





1900 
1920         

1906 Royal College of Science building

1907 Imperial College: royal charter, merging RCS, RSM & C&G.

1910 Post Office rebuilt to house Met Office on upper floors











Hugh Longbourne Callendar 

Head of IC Physics (1901-1930)

Inventor of: 

electric recording thermometer  
sunshine recorder.

Research in thermal physics (steam 
tables).

Father of Guy Stewart Callendar.



Aeronautics 
syllabus 1916

Extract from “A history of 
Meteorology at Imperial College 
1920-1952” by PA Sheppard



Aeronautics 
syllabus 1916

Extract from “A history of 
Meteorology at Imperial College 
1920-1952” by PA Sheppard



1920        
1930        

1920 Air Ministry supported new school of Meteorology as a sub-dept 
of Aeronautics.

Napier Shaw first Professor 
“only professorship of meteorology  in the British Empire”

Elaine Austin
David Brunt (Met.O) & CTR Wilson (Cambridge) visiting lecturers

Napier Shaw David Brunt CTR Wilson



Meteorology 
syllabus 1920-21

PG students from 
• Department of Aeronautics
• Department of Physics
• Met Office



1920        
1930        

1924 Shaw retired 

Austin back to Met.O.

Advisory Committee reviewed Meteorology 



Advisory committee 1923

Recommendations:
• Continuation of meteorology as 

PG subject but some UG 
teaching in Aero and Physics.

• Met. lab in physics, obs. from 
roof.

• Met.O staff could attend lectures 
w/o fee.

• Annual expenditure:

incl. Shaw, Callendar (Physics), Glazebrook (Aeronautics), Simpson (Met.O.)

Dept Aero & Sub-Dept Met moved to Huxley  building with Maths





1924        
1932        

1924 Gilbert Walker (from Indian Meteorological Dept) 
as Professor
c.10 PhD students p.a.

1925 U. London accepts Meteorology (plus other 
subjects...) as eligible for BSc

1926 Manual of Meteorology (Shaw and Austin, started 
during war)

1932 Met.Office close S.Ken. office 

Aeronautics to C&G 

Meteorology stays in RCS (sub-dept of Physics)

Gilbert Walker





International 
Commission 
on the 
Upper 
Atmosphere

Leipzig 1927

4. 
Austin
16. 
Walker
18. 
Shaw

19. 
Richardson
25. 
Bjerknes



1930        
1940

1934 Walker retired

Brunt from Met.O. as Professor

Brunt’s proposal for Institute of Met. (supported by 
Tizard, HoD Physics) but rejected by Senate 
(“no academic merit”) 

1938 College investment (expand UK provision + war met)

1939 Independent Department of Meteorology

PA Sheppard as Reader 

Experimental hut Harlington

IC+RMetS+Air Min bid to UGC, succeeded with more 
funding.

PA Sheppard



1940
1950       

War: Brunt & Sheppard to War Ministry, open MetO
training school

1946 Silwood Park as IC Field Station; mainly biology 
but also met. observing.

1946 Eric Eady student in Maths, 1948 Lecturer in Met, 
1949 Reader

BJ Mason

Frank Ludlam  Richard Scorer
1948 BJ Mason lecturer, 1960 Chair, 

1965 to MetO
1949 Dick Scorer lecturer, 1962 Prof 

(Maths)
1951 Frank Ludlam lecturer, 1965? Prof



1950
1960

1952 Brunt retires,  Sheppard HoD Meteorology (until 1974)

1958 John Green student, 1961 lecturer, reader, 1986 to UEA

1958 Henry Charnock

John Green 



1960       
1970       

Radiation work

1954 Richard Goody (until 1958, to Harvard)

1960s Bill Roach

1962 Ken Bignell, Assistant Lecturer, 1964 Lecturer

Richard Goody
Ken Bignell 



Goody 1957 

Atmospheric 
spectral 
transmittance 
near 10µm 
“window” 





1960       
1970       

1963 Linstead Review for Robbins report, Imperial graded:

A: civil engineering, meteorology, geology, mining, 
metallurgy

B: all others except history (C)

Recommended expansion of IC.



1960        
1975        

1960s Some impressive PhD 
students e.g…..  

1975 Met. Dept. closed, 
group to Atmospheric 
Physics in new Huxley

1967

1973
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